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2 Cor. iv, 9. 


Perſecuted, but not forſaken ; caſt down, 
ut not deſtroyed. 


The precedent Verſe is this : 


We are troubled on every fede, yet not di- 
ſtreſſed , we are perplexed, but not in 


deſpair ; Perſecuted, but — 


HESE words are. ſpoken by S. Paz/, not of 
the Chriſtians C_—_ but of the Apoſtles ; 
e 


who above all other Chriſtians, were ſo ob- 

noxious to ſufferings, becauſe they preached 
thenew Doctrine of the Goſpel; which was the de- 
ſtruQion of all other Religions, throughout. the Jew 
and Gentile world. 

But becauſe the Diſciples, or Lay-profeſſors of 
Chriſtianity have in afl Ages and Governments ſuffer- 
ed in proportion with the Preachers of it, I ſhall conſti- 
der the words in ! as they rd the whole 
body of any Chriſtian Communion, that ſuffer in any 
common Perſecution 3 The Paſtors with their Flocks, 
the Teachers with their Hearers, the Clergy with the 
Laity. For it often fo happens, that all that will live 
G FRG ſuffer Perſecution, and that the profeſſors 
of Chriſtianity, be they Miniſters, or People, muſt 

B through 


C2). 


through many Tribulations and AffliQtions, enter into 


the K 1ngdom DO CO = 2” CR ee SD CNY 
thtantty +52 ing Religion, andabove all 
others expoſeth its profeſſors to perſecution, becauſe 
when the Supream Power ___ to be Infidel, Ido- 
later, or Heretic, and ſo-ſets 1t{lf againſt the Goſpel 
in general, or any particular truth of it, it becomes 
the duty ofall Chriſtina Subjog'a to\ſuffer, if.th8y wall 
not fly.” There's nv mean-in the. Goſpel betwixttheſe 
* Fujl. Meri. two extreams, denying the Faith, or * ighting in the 
= og 6ry, defence wy re equally damning _ for - =h 
dial.cum Trypb. written; WM er dexieth we beforemen, him wi . 
Þ.230, 333". py before my Father which is in Heaven : So it is as plain- 
nh ly written, Whoſoever reſiſteth the Power, reſiſteth the 
ordinance of God, and they that refiſt ſhall recerve to them- 
ſelves damnation, And that we ſhould .in noexigence 
*"'Ave «&- do theone, nor the other, *but * chearfully fuffer, or 
DN es ſave our ſelves by flight, 'it is alſo written, That every 
F#, awrie- 0ne, who ſhall. forfake Honſes,. or Brethren, or Siſters, or 
—_— ww, Father, or Mother, or Wife, or Children, or Lands, or 
= "OH ak Life for Chriſt's ſake, and rb e's foul _— 
K4%, % = ap hundred and mmberit Everlaſting Life ;- and that 
rus nh Ts they - fr wh who. are = IJ far ak neſs ſake, 
—_ bm for theirs 45 the Kyung dom of God, 
2 en _ ny =" v <" "___ N Tejs T&rus wen wnftthe aig vu} 


Accordingly hath' it beea the practice -of-all good 
CB or fly; for fo Lo are uſed aac, 
not that flight-is.not-one ſort of ſuffering ( for it implies 
forſaking-of Houſe, 'Relations, Lands,. and Country ) 
but thatatis the-cuſtom of all Lz ges, to {peak of 
the lefler evil, as-of a good, and. ſo flrghr-islif it be com- 


payed with Death, Slavery, or. bodily Torments, 


which are more-emphatically called fifferings ; chough 
really in itſelf it is alſoa great degree of ſulring, for 
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whielrthe-periDir {o ff ſeufion hall re. 
warded ods Of ok be 

| DT Fl —_— beer affitg is prafiice of all'g; 
Copthorne wor eating to refilt ; ſo'the 
prinfiitian- She rs under Pap ty, ines and 
Afar Btnperots 7 the _— unter” Pag.ono-Chri- 


fian,'or Popiſh Powers, our own Anceſtors Sha days 


of Queen Mary ; and now our poor Brethren of the Re- 
formed Frenc Communion, whoare fled hither in af: 
furance of his Mzjeſtie's prote&tion, and his Proteſtant. 
SubjeA& Charity,' ts whom he, 25 it becomes fo = 
4 Patron of the Proteftant Caſe, hath 'moſt a 
onately” recommended them, commanding us to fir 

1up to.ſ0 '2 work, which I have choſen to do 
ma Diſcourle fi wc theſe words, upon which I thall 

proceed iri the following method. 


Firſ#, 1 ſhall ſhew what Perſecation is, or when 
Chriſtians are truly ſaid tobe Perſecnted. 

Secondly, T ſhall ſhew, that oor Brethren of the 
Frexch Church are under a' true Perſecution, or truly 
Perſecuted. 

Thirdly, 1 ſhall ſhew you to what a degree they are 
Perſecuted. 

And Laf1y, I ſhall ſhew you, that it is our indifpen- 
fable duty to help, and aſſiſt them, thar now theyare 
Perſecuted, they may not be deſtitute ; nor quite de- 
ſtroyed, though they be caſt down. 'Perſernted, but 
wot forſaken ; caft down, bat jror deftroyed. 


1. Firſt, 1 ſhall ſhew, what Perfecation 13, which 
is very neceſſary for me to do, becauſe the true notion 
of Perſecution ts generally miſtaken, men often mil- 
ps Go by the odious name of Perſecution, which 

but' the Execution of juft; and formetimes 


efnecellr}, and — Lovs. Thus the Modetri 


Tews 


(4J 


Jews. in their writiags ſpeak .of themſelves ag of + 


People, that are Perſecuted by the ſeed of Eſas 
the Boſh Dominioascpecially, complin, this they 
nant ode ang Heretic ” and beſides them, 
thereare yet many other ſorts. arnong us, who make 
bitter out-cries againſt Perſecution, when their ſuffer- 


ings, if tried by the true teſt of Perſecution, would. 


not, Lam confident, appear. to be ſuch. 

Therefore, that I may lay. down the trtie notion of 
it, I muſt deſire you to . that the Orig 
words in the Old and New Teſtameat, as likewiſe the. 
Latin word for Perſecution, and to Perſecate properly 
ſignifie to pyriue, or run afteranother to-ftop him, or 
get before him ;, and from this Agoniſtical aacioe 
of the words, they are tranſlated into aTropical ſence, 
to ſignifie to proſecute, purſue, or attach by Law. IT 
coals ſometimes they ſignifie to purſue after another 
to kill him, and ſocome to be taken in a Military ſence; 
to proſecute by the. Sword ;, but. becauſe I am reſolved 
toconfine my Diſcourſe to. Legal, or pretended Legal 
Perſecution, I ſhall take no notice of Sword-perſecation 
farther, than it happens to the Subjefts from the Ma- 
giftrate, by virtueof the Law. To make this which 
15 the firſt ſtep of my Diſcourſe, as. plain as F can, 1 
tell you. again, that. the Scripture-words for to Perſe- 
cute, figniheto proſecute, or purſue by Law ; And by 
Law I here: underſtand, Law in the largeſt ſence for 
the Will and Pleaſure of, the Supream. Authority, 
whereby the People, that live under it, are comman- 
ded 70.40, 'or not to do, Otherwile, to do, or forbear doing 
ſuch and ſuch. things.. | 

Naw becauſe in the ſeveral times wherein the ſeve- 
ral Books of the: Old and New Teſtament were -writ- 
ten, as.well-as in the Ages ſince, good mea were often 
proſecuted and purſued by Authoritative. orders, for: do- 
"ng 
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ſecutian ;, which indeed is very ſeldom any 
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ia; of thoſe things, which God had-ſome way Com-- 


manded, 'or for »ot doing of ſome things which he had 
ſome way or other forbid ; therefore-the Law-terms 
for proſecution came. in an eſpecial mariner to nite Per- 
"Logal, orivcalber ta he! Pſbrn 
but »* Legal, or in caſe of uſurpation, or ing the * 4 
Laws, a eyrars 9a proſecution under Authori- + —_ 
ty, for not. obey1 re God prohibits-; for doing Tert. Apal. 
of any thing, which God hath any way b 
or ot doing = thing, which he hath any way forbid: 
as Peterand John ſaid unto the Sanhedrim, | Whether it \ Tu ctian 
be right in the ſight of God: to- hearkens- unto you more thay Seenkeren: 
wito him, judge ye: niſi inſtitu 16 
n demonum cultm, & aras ſemper pollutes ſenguine viteremu. Martyres Thebzx Leg ex Eu-- 
cher. egy las Var v3 10d 2015 Tults x7! xoy, Þ> 
EE es eng rapes may oor 


T have a mind to make ſure-work, . as.F'go, and: 
therefore I muſt xepeat it oncemore, and tell you, that. 
Perſecution AQtively. taken confiſts inLegaly proſecu-. 
ting, and Paſſively taken in being Leg «ly profecuted for - 
not obeying Authority in thoſe things which God pro- 
hibits-: otherwiſefor proſecuting; or being proſecuted 
unto any.penalty for doing: of. thoſe things, which he 
hath any way. commanded ; or forbearing, or refuſing 
to do thoſe things,.. which he hath any way forbid. EF 
have put in the: words anyway; becauſe: there are two 
ways by which God the King of Kings-makes his plea- 
lure knownrunso. men, by right Reaſon, or the:/ight 0 
Nature, andby Revelation, which we comnmeny call 
the ighrof Grare. 

wn 47 Reaſon: confiſts in the ' common principles, 
which God hath implanted in all mens underſtandings, 
and:the:conelufions which'iflue from them ; for as So- 


- tomon ſaith, The Underſtanding of a man is :the Candle of 


the Lord ; and thi light of Natural Reaſomis his Light, 
wines 


Th) 


who, as Cicero calls him in hjjc Firſt Book'of Laws, is* 


infuirs mens, & ratio, infinite Underftanding and Rex- 


ſor; or asthe Pliromiffs Allegorically ftite um, dpy- 


TvVro» 065, Original Reaſoan-or Light,” **:- 
As tor the lighrof Grace, or: | 
many forts of it; for God; as the Apoſtle fpeaks, who 
at fundry times, and divers mamers fpake tn the Pa- 
triarchal and: Jewzf& times by Prophets, Oracatar re- 
ſj , and voxes from Heaveh, hath in theſelaſt 
ken nato ws by his. Son, who was the Antitype 
of Mofes, ' and by hrs Apoltles, who were the Pro 
| p__ New Feftament ; and thefe two the 
ight of Nature, and Scriptural Revelation are the ge- 
neral and ordinary means, by which we come to know 
-what is the willof God. HOES: BE, 
Perſecution therefore ordinarily fpeaking confilts 
with reſpeCt to the Perſecutors in Judicially proſecu- 
ting, and with refpeCt tothe Perſecuted in being Judi- 
cally proſecuted unto any pen for doing « thoſe 
things which God hath commanded by the light of Na- 
ture, .or-' Scriptural' Revelation ; or for not doing of 
thofe thiogs, which he hath forbidden by either, or 
both of thoſe two ways. This is the true notion of 
Perſecution, which conſiſts not in the greatneſs ofany 
mans ſufferings, which inconfiderate — 
look at, but m the righteouſneſs of the cauſe for whic 
he fuffers : For if he be. purſued for doing any thing 
againſt the Law, or Government, under which he 
lives, that God hath not commanded, or for not do- 
ing of thoſe things, which God hath:-not forbid, he is 
not perſecuted, but juſtly proſecuted for diſobeying 
the Powers, which Gad bk bound him to obey. 
'This is moſt agreeable to our Saviours notion of 
Perſecution, Matth. 5. 10. Bleſſed are-rhey, who ave Per- 
ſecuted for righteonſnefi ſake, for theirs is the Kingdom of 
Hlegven, To theunder ng of which words, I = 
re 


relation, there are 
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&9 
youtOritake novice, that rf hreog/neft. in the $ 

roger wang ey en ona 
onde by an He 
for Virme, ©r Ro 
defence mae God. In 2 - _ 
e rightcous:man, are oppoſedto wickedneſs, and the 
wicked \mao, Ezet..3. 19, 2c. If thou warn the wicked 
man'{ faith Gadiuntothe Prophet.) and he turn not from: 
tus mwckeaneſs 6—++r gain, mbex 4 righteaus 1an oth not 
turu” from /is righteouſneſs, 8&c. And: in this-Jence of 
& fith our Saviour to his Dilciples,  Excepr 

your" pe Oy, i.e. except your Religion and obe- 
toGad exceed that of the Seribes «and Phariſees, 

10u my»; in no caſe enter into the Ne King "Heaves. 
$ ſaith be, Aſh. 6.3 3. Firſt ſeth che of God, 
4 e. I_ and.its righteoufweſs, that 1s,- the. Reli- 
gion, and Obedience, which the Golpel-:preſcribes, 

4nd aff theſe I be added anto you, Accordi 

to this ſence of the word r/ebreonſneſs S. Lake ith of 
Iycharias and Elrzabeth, = they were righteous before 
_ —— in all. the C ommandwents aud Ordinances of 
the Lord lameleſs. And as righteouſneſs ſignifies Obe- 
dience, and Religion ; in aonccal -in/In-5m allo any 
particular Davine Inſtttutzon, or the performance of 
= particular -duty- under any Divine Inſtitution, as 
God is pleaſed to.arder and command. Thus the r9gh- 
teonſneſs of the Law, Phul. 3. 6; ſignihes the performance | 
of all thoſe Commands and" Ordinances, which God 
required of the Jews and Profelytes under the Old Te- 
ſtament.; .and the p_—__ "of Faith, Rom. 4. 13. 
ſignifies the performance of all' thoſe duties, which 
God requires of Chriſtians under the New. . The one 
lignifiesthe Fewgb Religion, which conſiſted in. obey- 
ng of Moſes, theother:the Chriffiae, which conſiſts in 
obeying of Chriſt ; that conſiſted in "_— the old 


Lay, and this in obſerving the . Goſpel, which the 
Primitive 


ITE it 1s 2. a12. > 
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nce righteouſneſs, and: Sara. 9. 


* Neomeniat veſtras, & 


varus 


+ agg cury iran. — eigovics Thnuls vo. 
uG. x; Td mins ers wb. Juſt 
Mart. dial, cum Tryph. 


” . 
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courſes with 'the Fevs, 


Lex 


ergo | uſu 

ſ« Chriſti, Ep: baach — Le x»#88 - called the New ; nay, ' ern 

IXAR0! , * rv e . $ fs 

wexnel Bn hu 6 |. mae s words Are fre , | I 
wry particular ſignifications : ſo this 

* word is taken for any particular 


y taken 


at, or objeAt of Ience to 
God, as Mazth. 3. 15. when John forbad Jeſs to be 
baptized of him, Jeſ«s who knew that-God required 
it of him, faith unto . Jah, Swfer.it ro beſo, for thu 
it becometh us to fulfil all righteouſneſs, i. e. thus it is our 
duty for me to confirm, and approve thy imperfett Mj- 
niftry, .and for thee to let it be ſo cali —becenk 
it is the pleaſure of God. | 

. From all this it is plain, that to be Perſecuted for 
righteouſneſs-ſake, ſignifies to be perſecuted for obedi- 
ence unto God, and therefore'tis neither the perſon, nor 
the ſufferings, but the cauſe which makes Perſecuti 
on : fothat when men are proſecuted by Authority 
for any other cauſe,but for righteouſneſs, z.e. for any 4 
onas Religion is taken for obedience to God's Laws, let 
them complain,and pretend as much as they pleaſe, they 
arenot perſecuted, but juſtly puniſhed for diſobedience 
tothe Supream Power. They ſuffer not for God's 
ſake, but their own ; . they ſuffer. not as Martyrs, and 
Confeſſors, but as Malefators. This conſideration 


* madeS. Peter in his Firſt Epiſtle general --- diſtinguiſh 


* Orat Lucii 
Mart. ad Ur- 
Pra” Prae- 
c#, Fuſt. 21, 
Apol. ff 


ſocarefully between ſuffering as a Malefaor, and ſuf- 
fering as a Chriſtian, Chap. 4. 14, 15. If ye be reproached 
for the name of Chriſt, happy are you ----- But let none of 
you ſuffer as * « Murderer, or as a Thief, or as an evil-dc- 
er, 0r 4s 4 buſie-body in things that belong not unto him ; 
yet if any man ſuffer as aC _ let him not be aſhamed, 
but glorifie God on this behalf. In the 24. Chap. 13. ver. 
he charged them to ſubriut themſelyes to every Ordi- 
nance of man, whether it were to the Emperor, or his 
ſubordipate 


Fd 


ti fiſh — be ' Primitive * writers intheir- Di. 
woſtri Fe- 
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(9) 
ſubordinate Magiſtrates for the Lords fake, as free in- 
deed in a ſpiritual ſence from many yokes, but not to 
uſe their Chriſtian freedom, as a cloak for their ma- 
lignity, but as the fervants of God. Then from Sub- 
jects he proceeds to the Servants or Slaves, who you 
may be ſure ſuffered much from Fewiſb, and Heathen 
Maſters upon the account of the Chriſtian Religion : 
and he tells them that it was * acceptable to God, ifa 
man for conſcience towards God endured grief ſuffer- 
ing _——_—_— And in the 34. Chap. 0 4 he had 
charged all Chriſtians, as being the beſt way to avoid 
ſufferings, to refrain their tongues, to eſchew evil, to 
m——_ and ſeek peace, Who is he ( faith he } that will 
harm you, if you be followers of that which is good ; but if 
ntwithſtanding all this, youchance to ſuffer for righteouſ- 
nefl-ſake happy are ye, and be not afraid of their terror, 
neither be troubled : and laftly,in the 4*h.Chap. he reſumes 
the argument again, in the words which I cited above, 
concluding that. they that ſo ſuffered according to the will 
of God, ſho11d commit the keeping of their Souls unto 
him, as unto a fairhful Creator. 

Accordingly, there's ſcarce any one place of the 
New Teſtament, where ſufferings or perſecution are 
mentioned, but it is with re{pe&t to the Chriſtian Re- 
ligion : as, Bleſſed are you, when men ſhall revile you, and 

rſecute you, and ſay all manner of evil of you falſely for 
4-58 Wy ed? ſhall loſe his life for my rh Mu 
Goſpels, the ſame ſhall ſave it : Verily, verily, T ſay unto 
you, that there is no man that hath left Houſes, or Bre- 
thren, or Siſters, or Father, or, &c. for my ſake and the 
Goſpels, but he ſhall receive an hundred fold, now in this 
- with perſecutions, and iz the worldto come Eternal 

From which places it is evident, that Perſecution 
conſiſts in ſuffering for Chriſt's ſake, or for the ſake of 
the Chriſtian Religion, or ary truth of it, or for obey- 


ing 
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(10) 
ing God in any particular of it, after the ſame manner 
that the Prophets, or holy men of old uſed to ſuffer un- 
der the Law, or Jewiſp Oeconomy ; as our: Saviour 
ſaid, Bleſſed are you, when men ſhall revile Jo ard perſe. 
cute you, &c. Rejoyce and be exceeding glad, for great is 
your reward in Heaven, for ſo perſecuted they the Prophets, 
which were before you. Accordingly As 5.41. tis faid, 
that the Apoſtles departed from the preſence of the Coun- 
/el, where they were beaten, rejoycing that they were 
counted worthy to ſuffer for his Name. 

Toput all this together, Perſecution from the Civil 
Magiſtrate ( for to that I chiefly reſtrain my Dif: 
courſe ) conſiſts in inflicting, or ſuffering any fort of 
evil, orto any degree, for righteouſneſs-lake ; for Re- 
ligions ſake ; for Chrilt's ſake ; for the Goſpels ſake; 
for Chriſt's Name ſake ; for Chriſtianities ſake ; ina 
word, to ſuffer as the Prophets and Apoſtles did of 
old, who in all their ſufferings were reduced to this ſad 
neceſſity, ofdiſobeying God, or the Civil Authority, 
as Peter and the other Apoſtles anſwered, and faid to 
the Sanhedrim, the ſecond time, when they comman- 
ded them to preachno more in the Name of Jeſws, We 
ought to obey God, rather than man. 

The general notion of Perſecution, and of Chriſtian 
perſecution withal being thus ſtated, we may eaſily 
perceive, that a man- can be-perſecuted but upon two 
accounts, for .matters of profeſſed Faith, or prixciples, 
or matters. of practice. 

Upon the former account a man is truly Perſecuted, 
when he is proſecuted for teaching, or profeſſing any 
Truth, or true DoQtrine, which he is bound by God 
to teach or profeſs ; or for diſowning or denying any 
Error, or falſe DoArine, which he is bound by God 
to.diſown-or dehy. EF have made this diſtinQtion de- 
tween owning of true, and diſowning of falſe Do- 
Ctrines, with reſpect ta the ſeveral ways in- which men 
are 


0 
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are wont to expreſs their minds in affirmative or nega- 
tive propoſitions ; although both ways of ſpeaking vir- 
tually and really are the ſame _ : As he that eres 
Jeſus to be Chriff, doth virtually deny this blaſphe- 
mous propoſition, Fe/ws is not Chrift ; and he that de- 
nieth this blaſphemous propoſition, Jeſus is not Chriſt, 
doth virtually aſſert that Jeſws is Chriſt, Thus in all 
things the owing of Truth is a virtual denying of 
the oppoſite Error, and the denying of the oppoſite 
Error, an affirming ofthe contrary Truth ; and great 
is the number of Martyrs, who have been truly Perſe- 
cuted upon theſe accounts. 

So Sverates was perſecuted to death by the Laws and 
Magiſtrates of Athens, for aſſerting the true God, or 
denying the falſe. He aſſerted that there was but one 
God and Father of all, who made Heaven and Earth ; 
& that the Gods whom the Athenians worſhipped were 
dumb Idols, the work of mens hands. For this reaſon 


Juſtin Martyr repreſents him 1n part as a * Chriſtian, * 4p.:.p.48. 
and among thoſe whom | wicked men, by the inſtinCt | 4pot.2.p, 55. 


ofthe Devil, perſecuted for righteouſneſs-lake. 

He died a Martyr for Natural Religion; in the de- 
tence of a DoQrine, which God had taught him by 
the Light of Nature, was not only true, but ſuch a 
truth as was his duty to propagate and maintain. 

So likewiſe the Primitive Chriſtian profeſſors were 
perſecuted both by the Jews and Gerti/es, for teaching 
and profeſſing the DoCtrines of the Chriſtian Religion, 
and for denying the obligation or validity of the Law 
of Moſes, and the Pagan Idols to be true Gods. 

So much for Perſecution upon matters of Faith, or 
Principles ; and Perſecution he matters of Practice 1s 
likewiſe twofo/d, for matters of Divize worſhip, which 
concern the Firſt Table, or for matters of Juſticeand 
Charity, which concera the Second, 


C 2 With 


(1) 
With refpeC& to the former, -a man is Perſecuted ei- 
ther upon a zegative account, for not denying of God, 
. or, ſecondly, for not worſhipping a falſe God in op- 
poſition to him ; asthe three Children in Nexie/ were 
perſecuted for not worſhipping the Golden Image of 
_ Nebuchadnezzar; the Primitive Chriſtians for not 

* Eccl.Smyrn. * Gy x 4 E 4 ls Comer f 
Epiſt. de Poy- * ſwearing by the Emperor, and his Geniws, for not 
carp. Mart. | ſacrificing to Idols, and the Emperors * Statue; 
RG facrif. And the A/bigerſes for not bfnar: La of Saints and 
care, vel mori Anpels, and the Hoff, as the Papilts call their Breaden 
NE God : or, __ For worſhipping of him in an un- 
* Fpift.ad Tre- due manner ; whether it be par 5/20, ſo, as the Primi- 
14n.4.10.97- tive Chriſtians were perſecuted by the Jews, for not 
worſhipping of God according to their manner, after 
it was abrogated, or zaturally ſo as the Proteſtants are 
perſecuted tor not worſhipping of him according to the 
corrupt manner of the ' Papiſts, which is polluted with 
the worſhip of Creatures, and with many Sacrilegji- 
ous, Idolatrous, and truly ſuperſtitious Rites and 
Ceremonies, which utterly deprave and defile the Re- 

ligious offices to which they belong. 

Or ſecondly, upon. a poſitive account, for worſhip- 
ping the true God, as Daniel was perſecuted for wor- 
ihipping of God as afore-time, after the decree of Dari- 
us was made, not to ask any petition of God or man 
for thirty days, except of the King. 

Solikewiſe with reſpe&t to matters of Juſtice and 
Charity, a man is alſo perſecuted upon two accounts, 
either for not doing of ſomething, which is unjuſt or 
uncharitable, as the Egyprian Midwives were in dan- 

» Clem.ad (or. Bf of being perſecuted by Pharaoh, for not. murdering 
Fjiſt.c.54. p. the Hebrew Infants ; and many of the Primitive * Chri- 
114.Edit. Ox- ſtians for not betraying or delivering up their Brethren 
TT. ,, into the hands of the perſecutors, or for doing ſome 
juſt or charitable ation, which ought to have been 
done : as many of the Primitive Chriſtians, and Pro- 

Y teſtants 
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teſtants have been perſecuted for harbouring and re- 
lieving their diſtreſſed Brethren, and many of his Ma- 
jeſtie's loyal Subjets for harbouring, relieving, and 
aſſiſting of him. 

Theſe areall the caſes, for which a man ordinarily 
ſpeaking can be perſecuted : it muſt be for matters of 
Faith, or matters of Practice, for matters of Divine 
worſhip, which belong to the firſt, or matters of Ju- 
{tice and Charity, which belong to the ſecond Table 
of the Law. All righteonſneff, or matters of Religion, 
for which a man can be truly perſecuted, are reducible 
Ifay to Faith or Prattice ; and all matters of Faith are 
either ſuch as are neceſſary to be known, that they are re- 
vealed, and they are but few, or that are neceſſary to be be- 
lieved when they are known, and they may bevery ma- 
ny ; and all matters of prattice in ſhort are ſuch, as. 
God hath made it either abſolutely neceſſary, or in 
ſuch circumſtances for man to do, or not to do. But if 
men will believe things to be Articles of Faith, which 
God never made ſo ; and alſo make rules for matters 
of Chriſtian praftice, and Communion which God 
never made ; if they will believe falſe, or impious, or 
uncertain DoCtrines to be certain and true, and ſet up 
new notions, which Primitive and Virgin Chriſtian- 
ty never underſtood or profeſſed, and revive old Errors 
and Hereſies, which were condemned by the Catho- 
lick Church: In a word, if they will impoſe upon 
their own, and other mens Conſciences, and teach: 
for DoQrines of God the Traditions or Inventions of 
private men, let.them fuffer never ſo much, or be ne- 
ver ſo much perſwaded in their own Conſciences of 
the truth of them, yet they cannot be perſecuted for 
them, though when they are honeſtly minded with 
their erroneous. Conſciences, and their errors do not 
tend to-the publick diſturbance, nor thwart the com- 
mon fundamentals of Chriſtianity, they may be tooſe- 
verely uſed. I fay. 


C14) 
I ſay men that coine- new DoQtrines, and Rules, and 
Precepts for Chriſtian Praftice and Communion 
which God never made, let them ſuffer never ſo much 
from Authority in the defence of them, yet they are 
not perſecuted, but rightfully puniſhed, and ſuffer not 
as Chriſtians, butas Criminals ; and though God will 
be merciful to their miſtakes, when they proceed not 
from an ill mind, and pardon their ignorance, when 
itis not wilful and aftetted, yet they can neither ſuffer 
as Confteſſors nor Martyrs, nor {hall they receive the 
promiſed reward for their ſufferings in the world to 

come. 

No ! whoſoever is truly perſecuted mult ſuffer for Do- 
Arines and Laws,which God hath given us,for the com- 
mon principles of Chriſtianity,8& not for private fancies 
and inventions ; and therefore when you hear men cry 
+ recauſel Out Of perſecution, conſider for what Scriptural Truth, 
have here for what Article of the Creed, for what * Catholick 


mace men Principle,for what part of Chriſtianity,for what Goſpel 
principles of DoQtrine they ſuffer, or in obedience to what Goſpel 
Chriſtianity, 
which | call Catholick principles, I ihall here explain my felf in the words of the moſt Learned 
Dr. Bevercge, who hath deſerved ſo well of the Church Catholick, in his Proemium before his 
Codex Canonum Yindicatus. Si pragrande boc omnium cujuſque ſcculi Chriſtianorum £01 pus, 
quod Catholica ſrue univerſs Eccleſia vulgo appcllatur, ut ubique, & ſemper conflitutum aticnii 
perluſtremns, certa quadans quaſi communis in eo deprehendemus principia, quetotum percurrunt, 
omr.eſque illius partes & ſibi iuicem, O capiti cornetunt. E quibus primum, illudgue & quo cx- 
tera orjuntur, eſt, Sacram Scripturam ſive vetus noyvumque Teſtamenrum, Divinicas efie inſpi- 
ratam Verum enimvers bac ſaora Scripturs, etiamſi in iis, que ad cujuſque ſalutem abſo- 
ite ſunt nccearis, praceptis clariſſima ſit & omnibus manifeſts ; quinium ramen ad doirinam ſp- 
Aat, © extcrnam Eccliſiz diſciplinam, ea pro ipſa ſud altitudine non uno eodemque ſenſu ab omni- 
bus accipitur ut obſcruvit olim Vincent. Lirinenſts, © ex bereticis, & ſcbiſmaticis ſatis 
ſuperque conſtat, qui nempe ſinguli pravas ſuas opiniones, praxeſque & ſacris Sceripturis ſuo modo in- 
tcypretatss, clicintt, Inbujuſmodi itaque rebus ſi non errandi, nec offendendi certi eſſe velimus, 
imprims frocul omni dubio cavendum eſt, ne privits noſtris aliorum opinionibus, aut conjetturs, 
pertinaces nimu adbareamus, ſed nobiſcum potins recolamus, quid univerſa Eccleſia, vel maxima 
ſaltem pars Chriſtianorum de iſtis ſenſerint, © in ea acquieſcamus ſentent14, in quam Chriſtiani per 
| omnia ſccula conſenſerunt : quemadmodum enim omni in re conſenſus omaium vox narure cf}, ut 
ait Cicero, ſic etiem in bujuſmodi rebus conſeuſus omnium (briſtianorum vox Evangelii merito be- 
beatur. Multa autem ſum, que licct in ſacris Scripturis expreſſe, ac definite non legamtuy, com- 
muai 11men ormmium (ſbriſtianorum conſenſione ex iis eruantur, Ex. gr, Tres diſtintas in ſa- 
croſancta Trinitate Perſonas venerandas efſe, Patrem, Filium & Spiritum Sanftum, hoſque ſin- 
gulos yeru1 cfſe Deum, & tamen unum tantuninodo eſſe Deum : Chriftum 3edyfporey chile, vere 
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Deum,: 2c-vere haminem in una eademque perſong. & fomulid 1 , Jranvis botidem vVerbis 4c 
ſlabis wee in wereri, nec in npvo0 inſtruments tratentir, . de. iis tamen, ut utroque fundatis inter 
amues ſemper convent Chriſtianas, / demptis taxtummodo paucis a 7 ch gs quorum in 
ontario dope ee er indaſhorthe: is homes icr-eriam Infantes ſacro 
Bapriſinare elſe, & ſpenlores adillud Sacramencur adhibendos : dominicum ſive pri- 
mam per (ingnlas ſeptimanas feriam religiose obſervandam efſe ; 'Paſſionis, 'ReſurreCtionis & Aſ- 
cenſionis Domini ad. Ceetum, nec non Spirits Santi adventiis commemorationem per ſingulos 
annos peragendam 2 Eccleſiam ubique -per Epiſcopos a ' resbyteris diftinttos, iiſque [relatos 
adminiſtrandam efſe, Zac per mille 5 quadringentos ab Apoſttolis annos in publicum Ec- 
cleſiz uſum ubique recepts ſucrunt, nec ulans intra ilud tempus invenre eſt Eccleſram in ea non con- 
ſentientem, aded ut quaſi communes ſint notionss 011nium ah origine Chriſtianorum animis inſite, 
| non 14m ex ullis yarticularibus Scripture locis, quam ex omnibus: ex generali totins Evangclia ſco- 

po, & renove, ex ipſi religionis in eo ftabilite nature & propoſito, arque ex conſtanti denique Apo- 

ſtolorum traditione, qui Eccleſiaſticos bujuſmodi ritus, & generales, ut its loquar, Evangelii in- 
terpretationes per —_— terrarum orbem undcum fide aruxt. Alioquin enim non credi- 

bile, im0d vero impoſſibi ſus efſet, ut tam unanimi oo lone ubique Of ſcmper ab omnibus 16 
cixrentur. Yid. etiam Caſſandri defenſionem officii pii viri, adverſus Calvinum, 
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Law ; for*tis no matter how much they are perſwaded 
in their own Conſciences, and to what degree they ſut- 
fer ; but. do you enquire after their opinions, and then 
try if they are any part of Chriſtianity, and it upon- 
trial they be not found to beſo, their clamour and noiſe- 
about perſecution muſt be unjuſt and vain. As. for ex- 
ample, there is now a loud cry amongthe Papiſts of 
the perſecution of the Catholicks (as they mil-call 
themſelves) and of the perſecuting Laws againlt the 
Catholicks in England ; but ſuppole all our Laws were 
executed againſt them, for what Article of the Creed, 
for what Goſpel-doQrine, or Precept, for what Ca- 
tholick principle, or for what part of Chriſtianity 
. would theſe Pleudocatholicks ſuffer ? are theſe Golpel- 
truths or Catholick principles, that the Biſhop of Rome- 
is. Chriſt's Vicar General, and that he is Supream- 
above all other Biſhops of the Catholick Church? Can 
they prove either by the Scriptures, or by univerſal 
Tradition, that he is infallible either 1n the Chair or 
out of it, and that there is no Salvation to be had with- 
out the Pale and Communion of his Church * Are 
theſe, not to mention Tranſubſtantiation, Image-wor- 


ſhip, the Invocation of Saints and Angels, Praying in- * 
an: 


18) 


an unknown Tongue, &c. any parts. of the Chriſtian 


_ ſyſtem ; or did the Primitive Chriſtians, or ſo much 


* Tlitckel 


King, Kid, 
Hackſion, &C, 


- 


as one Church of Primitive Chriſtians know or profeſs 
the'e things ? No! they, , are,. not, Articles of Faith, 
nor Goſpel-doQrines, nos common notions of Chriſti- 


anity, but contradiCtions to all, theſe, and the Do- 
Arines, and Traditions of men...,, :.,;--., 

In like manner, not to mention the late * MalefaCtors 
in Scor/and,our diſſenting, Brethren here have made grie- 
vous cries about Perſecution, and their writings are full 
of reflections upon the perſecuting Laws,& of invettives 
againſt themakers of the Law for Uniformity ; but for 
what Goſpel-truth or Precept? for what Catholick 
principle, or for.obedience to what Law of. Je/« Chriſt 
did they ever yet ſuffer,or can they ſuffer by thoſe Laws ? 
Is this a Goſpel-dottrine, or Catholick principle, that 
the original Government of the Church was Presbyre- 
rian, and that the Government of it by Biſhops above 
Presbyters, and diſtin& from them, is an alteration of 
the original Government, and an uſurpation over the 
Church of God ? If it be, let them ſhew us when this 
diſparity of Biſhops from Presbyters began ? Let them 
aſſign the time of this univerſal Aberration and Apo- 
{taſte from the Primitive platform; whether it was 
done in the time of the Apoſtles, or in the times next 
unto them. If it was done in their tine, let them tell 
us whether it was done with their conſent, or with- 
out it; or if in the times next unto them, let them tel! 
us the names of thoſe Dy prepheſes, who did firſt at- 
tempt or atchieve it ; let them ſhew us ſo much as one 
Record, that doth make mention of ir ; or let them 
tell us how ſo great an alteration was made both over 
the Presbyters, and over the Church, and yet not one 
Church or Presbyter aſſert its right? Or how it came 
to paſs for example, that Jenatims an holy Martyr, 
Presbyter of Aztoch, ſhould. ſo carly uſurp ——_— 
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ja at azime: whemw race: werei-- x; 

ſuch: vaſt multitudes of: Chrifti-'!--- 

ans an it, -and :eſftewhere, that ©: ----  --- 

| Tyberianus Preliderit of Paleſtine FF 4 olen. iminguar eo:Cor 2 

told the Emperor. Zrqez, under. - | 4; 

whom he ſuffered, t he was * Neque exim fnoourmed —_ ſed vices 

wearied ' witho puniſhing, and 75cm Ares Juporjeitionts 1 eine contugio 

killing the Galileaws ; and * ph. | -— - -—=--65 ales 

»y Proprztor of Bithynia, rold the 

ſame Emperor, that the Chriſtian Religion had ſo in- 

fketed the .Cittes, Towns, and Villages. in his Pro- 

vince, that the Heathen Temples were- become deſo- 

late, and unfrequented ;z or if Biſhops then had not 

many particular Congregations under-their inſpection, 

how-ſhoulſd the.ſame holy Martyr in his Epiſtle to the, , ,_ 

Church of Smyrae diſtinguiſh between pertonal Com- cj caee 

munion with :the Biſhop, and with: another Miniſter 74 #545, » 

licenſed -by him, . and diſallow-'all- other -Commu-,,7':. 

nions but ſuch? In hke ,manner is it ; a Goſpel» «uns cn- 

doftrine, or Catholick principle, ; that Book-forms of 7***" 

prayer are unlawful ; or that God 'cannot''be ſo wor- 

thily worſhipped by them, or ici ſo' ſpiritual a manner, 

as by extemporary prayers? Is there one place in the 

Bible that prefers extemporary before rw xo Forms 

of Prayer ? Doth the praCtice of the Catholick Church 

prefer thoſe before theſe? Or is there any thing in 

Scriptureor Antiquity .to ſhew, that it is a fin for a 

Minifter to wear a Lineri garment, when he officiates 

inthe Church. Are National Churches unlawful, or 

inconſiſtent with the progreſs of the Chriſtian Religi- * cjen. Mex. 

on, or the notion of Chriftian Union and Communi- Strom.l-2. «x 

on ? Doth either the Goſpel, or any thing in Chriiti- — 

anity teach us, that the uke of Ceremonies 1s unlawful wareeie 

in Divine worſhip ? ar that the Sign. of the * Croſs is preps nn 
Caro.abluitur —--<ar0fignatur. De corona. Ad omnem ---- fromem Crucis ſignaculo tcrimus- 

D now 
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_ 
' now become unlawfuli4n the Office of Baptiſm? Are 
theſe Chriffian Dofrines or Precopts,. thatthe Proplo 
have a right to chuſe-their own Miniſters ; "that: no 
Power upon Earth, at feaſt no Secular Power, can fi- 
lence or fuſpend a Minifter ; that Infant-Baptifm is un- 
lawful ; or that the Scriptureis the Adequate Rule of 
Conſcience and Praftice 3 'or that nothmg'onght tobe 
inſtituted in the Service and Worſhip of God, which 
he hath not commandedor approved m his Word ? * 
Are any of theſe, not to mention 'others, Articles 
of Faith, or Goſpel-doQtrines, or Catholick principles? 
Hfthey be, how came they to:lyeÞ long undiſtovered, 
ad fteverto befound'out, but by a few particularmen 
2mong us, ſome about -an humdred, and. fome-abour 
thirty and forty years ago ? What, were all Chriſtian 
Doors before -F , and all ſince the Reformation 
from it, but wfew Diffentors ef thete Countries, blind, 


that they could” never yet diſcern theſe Do&trimes in 


the Scriptures, 'neither #1 'ex 


prefs terms, nor in the 


ſcope and tenorofthem ? theſe DoQtrines which would 


make the-profefors of them now 1t 
rional eſtabliſhments of the Prote 


rate from all Na- 
nt Retigzon, as 


well asours, and which muſt have — them, had 
they lived in the'firſt and beſt Ages of-Chriftianity, to 
havefeparated fromall the Churches inthe world : 


* As Fames at Feruſalem, 'and'S. Fobn the 
Apoſtle at Epbeſyus, both which as a ſign of 
the High-Prieſthood ( for S, Clemens com- 
pares the Biibopto the High- Prieſt, c. 40. 
cp. 4d Coy. ) worethe wiizmaey, the Pontt- 
tical Crown, ar Frontlet, wherein was writ- 
ter bdlineſs tothe Lord. Buſeb. lib. 5.0.2 4+ 
Byipbn. in har. Nexar.'© Taber, 8, Marc 
at\ Aexendria, who alfo is ſaid to have 
woretite Pontifical Fronittet. Yale. vidr. ad 
b 5.c.24. Eu. 'hot to inention *Clemens, 
Ctins, Archippus, Oneſomiis, Buodias, Tima= 
tby, Titus, {gnttins, Bc. who were all ſich 
Biſhops according to Catholic Antiquity. 


For there were * Bifhops. over 


ſeveral Congregations ſuperior 


to, and diftinct from Presbyters 
im the Apoſtles times ; and the 
Chriſtian writers 'of the next 
Age to them, upon whoſe Au- 
thority we take:the Books of the 
New Teſtament to be their wri- 
tifigs, did'teach 'and believe the 
office of fuch a Biſhop 'to be the 
Ordinance of God. had 

thoſe 
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take prnnnes.Vagnahnetaf (heifabity, "they nes: 
ſhipped God:by Farms of Prayer, uft 168-11 
his warſhip, united inta* Metropoliean; which anfiver.* #-/cb. 1. 3. c 
tour Natianal Churches, uſed the Siga of the Croſs ;3,<, 43+ 
2t all ſores of Devotion, received their Minifters fram c.9. | 
their Biſhops, at whoſe Election, it is true, they uſed 

to ſignifte their approbation, as the People were 

wont. ta do at our King's Coronation : but they ne- 

yer polPd at them, nor properly ſpeaking gave any. 

vate. In thoſedays allo, inthe pure and Virgin Ages 

ef Chriftiapity, while the Diſciples of the Apoltles ,;,,.. .. 
governed the Church, the —_ filenced and depo-:Smrr. rhilz- 
ſed Presbyters, who were not ſo much as to || preach, #17 Cr. 
o adminiſter any Sacrament, without their leave and 7 6532s. .. 
conſent. They then alſo uſed and inſtituted many. * 7, Concil.Ar- 
Ceremonies, of which we have no account, neither 5r,,/- 
Precept nor Example in the Word of God. Shall I #ier. aducr;. 
mention ſome ? They always mixed * water with the on ___ 
Sacramental Wine, to ſignifie, that the Bloud of Chriſt Apoi.z. Conc. 
hada cleanſing virtue in ir, which myſtery was allo, /*** #* 7742. 
they believed, repreſented by the water which flow'd Carth oY 
with- the bloud from our Saviour's ſide, They ſent 

[portions of the Sacramental! Bread to the fick and ab- :Fuſt. ler. 
ſent, to ſignifie, that they were partakers of the ſame ©: 
Sacrifice, and belonged to the ſame Altar ; and they .,,, ,., F 
worſhipped God towards the * Eaſt. They gave 118. ad or.” 
[Milk and Hony to drink unto Baptized perſons, to 71x. _ 
lignifie, that they were like new-born Babes, who on -—=rxaeh 
ought to deſire the ſweet and (incere milk of the Word. © /0r/2n Ler- 
They ſung Pſalms * alternately at the holy Euchariſt : = _ 
They ſtood up in all their Devotions from | Ezfter till iſa. og. 
Whitſantide, to ſignifie, that Chriſt was riſen from the [77.* £217 
dead; Th&y ld che bes Apoſtolical Holidays, a4 9rito/ 


the Paſſion, ReſurreQion, and Aſcenſion of our Lord, 
ad the deſcent of the Holy Ghoſt. Nay, even inthe 
ND 2 Apoltles 


* Rom, 6, 4+ 


Lnr-Cor.1t, 


* x Cor.16.20, 
1 Theſ/.5.26. 


Fuſt. Mart. A- 


pol. 11. 

i 1 Cor,14.16. 
Fuſt. Mart. 
Spol Lt. 
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Apoſtles days: they *:diptobaptized: pefſons over -the 
iy and prac A. a lirtle ſpace -undet water, 
to ſignifie, that they were buried with Chriſt in Bap- 
tiſm. They alſo then had | Love-feaſts-joyned with 
the holy Euchariſt ;: the * ſalutation of the holy Kif ; 
and obſerved the Jewiſb cuſtom"of ſaying the Hebrew 
word |. Anexat the concluſion of every Prayer. 

Theſe were the general, beſides the particular Ce- 
remonies of particular Churches; and in: one word, 
there was never any ſeparation- made: or thought of in 
any of the Primitive Ages of Chriſtiamty,- upon the 
account of Ceremonies ; and therefore ſince the belief 
and prattice of God's univerſal Church in the firſt 
and beſt Ages, arecontrary to the Doctrines and Pre- 
cepts, by which our diſſenting Brethren in vain at- 
_ to juſtifie their ſeparation, How can they be 
Doctrines.and Precepts. of the Goſpel ? How can they 
be Catholick principles, or parts of Chriſtianity ? and 
how can they be perſecuted in the defence thereof ? 
No! they are no- parts of Chriſtianity, no Laws nor 
Doctrines of the Goſpel, but meer humane inventi- 
ons, meer humane fancies and opinions, and moſt of 
them modern opinions too. Primitive Chriſtianity 
never heard nor thought of: ſuch things, and notions, 
but they have been invented and advanced to juſtifie 
the Schiſmatical praRtices of ſome Men, who have not 
brought their Works to the Rule, but the Rule, I 
mean the Goſpel, ta their Works. In a word, they 
are all Novelties, or renewed Errors ; all Impious, 
Falſe, or moſt'-uncertain Notions ; and thoſe that 
Teach them, bewhothey will, Teach for Doctrines 
of God the Traditions and. Opinions of Men: 


oo. © rp ny 
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IT; But this is not the caſe of our-poor Brethren of 

the Frexch._ Church ; *tis not for thebs... nor any ſuch 

Opinions as theſe, that. they ſuffer, but for _—_ 
U 
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{ach true; ' and denying ſuch falſe DoQtrines, as God 
hath obliged them to profeſs, and deny; and. for dil 
obeying their King, -1n doing or not —_ of thoſe 
things which God hath commanded them to do, -or not 
to do.» This is the-ſecond part of my Diſcourſe, 
wherein; after having ftated the:true Notion of Perſe- 
cution, Ttold you T-would'prove they are-truly perſe- 
cuted ;-which you may perceive Ecan do no other way, 
but by ſhewing; that they ſuffer for Righteouſneſs-fake, 
for Religions ſakey for the Truths of the- Goſpel, and 
in defence of the Goſpel-Laws,” Thecaſe is really with: 
them, as it was with the Apoſtles and Primitive Chri- 
ſtians; they are under a neceſlity of diſobeying the 
Supream Authority, in not.conforming to the Gallicar 
Church, becauſe: the Dottrine.and Worſhip of it are 
plainly inconſiſtent with the: DoQtrines of the Goſpel, 
and the Evangelical Worſhip of:God. As for example, 
the Goſpel hath commanded us not to worſhip Angels, 
35 in Colofſ. 2. 18; Let no max ( ſaith the Apoſtle) de- 
eerve you of your reward, in a: voluntary. humility; and: 
worſhipping of Angels : And Rev. 19. 20. when S. John 
fell at the Angel's feet to- worſhip him, See ( faith the. 
bleſſed Spirit ) thou do it not; for Fam thy fellow-ſervant. 
But the. Gallican Church, . like all the. reſt of,the Papal 
Communion, Teacheth and Practiſeth the -worſhip- 
ping of Angels,. and maketh ſolemn Invocations, not 
only of the Angels: and Archangelsin general, but of 
this and that Angel by their propet Names. 

The Goſpel plainly forbiddeth praying-1n an un- 
known Fongue, becauſe he that ſpeaketh in a Tongue 
nnknown to the Peopley-ſpeaketh not» unto: man (as. 
the Apoſtleargues) but-unto:God and the Air; and 
he that ſo ſpeaketh is a  Barbsr;az unto the People, be- 
cauſe they know not the meaning of his voice; yet not- 
withſtanding all that is ſo expreſly written upon this 
nnatter, 1 Cor. 14. the Galican Churchuſeth Latin-offi-- 
Ces. 


2) 
ces, and their publick Warſhip is all in Latin, which 
the People do not underſiand. fs 0 
The Goſpel teacheth, that as there is but ane God; 
ſo there is but one Mediator betwixt Gad and Man, 
the man Chriſt Feſus, ta whom alone we mutt pray tg 
* Dom. caviar; Dake interceſſion for us to God : but the Gallicen Church 
Dom. quinta * C.: 
poſt Epiph. ad prays to * Saints and Angels, and above all, to the 
poſcenda ſuf- || bleſſed Virgin to make interceſſion for them : Sathar 
fregia dancto- if her prayers were in the Mother-tongue, the People 
o2avi Szati could not joyn in Her worſhip, without committ 


Steph. ut pro Idolatry againſt God, and Blaſphemy againſt Few 


nobis Interceſ. 
{or exiſtar. Chr ift . 
[ De Sandi 


Maria oratio in all their Maſſes, — ut qui vere eam geniitricem Dei credimus, ejus apud te inter. 
ceſſionibus adjuyemur. Oratio in circumciſione Domini, — ut iplam pro nobis intercedere ſenti- 


anus —- 

The Goſpel aſſureth us, that Je/zs Chriſt aſcended 
into Heaven, and there fitteth at the right hand of 
God to make interceſſion for us, and that he was once 
offered up for all, and by one offering of himſelf, per- 
fected for ever, them that are Sanctihed : but the Galt 
can, like all other Popiſh Churches, teacheth, that he 
is bodily preſent, and bodily offered up in the Sacrifice 
of the Maſle, and that his real fleſh and bones are eaten, 
when the conſecrate Wafer is eaten, and that the Ho- 
ſte, as they call the great Wafer, which they expole, 

. NOSE and carry about, 1s the * very 
one PU by Pres bee Chriſt. This they keep in a Box 
bumans plane divinum, quod nobu ſuperni ci- on purpoſe, and on | ſolemn days 
i nd of 5. ie een, der, Tick ee beads 
neficio fit, ut bomines quidam adbobaniens Ry did their Idols, on be ado- 
poſſideant in terris calum, dum ante oculos TEd ; and where ever it 1s met, 
havent, & manibus contreftent corli terre- there the People mult fall down, 
que conditorem, . 

1 Eipecialy the two Corps Chriſti deys, and Worſhip ; and whereſoever 
called by the Gallican Church, Feftes de Dien, the Prieſt makes a ſtand, there 
——— muſt prayers be offered up unto 

it, asuntorhe very Chriſt, Tivg 
Heathens 


vm. I ww g—_— _ 
_ _ 
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Heathens were mover of more groſs, andabſard 


Kdolarry, ctanthis. The worſhipping ofa Leek, or an 
ag an head of Garlick, as che Eerie did, 15 
not more againſt common Senſe and Reaton, than the 
worſhipping ofa Wafer, the work of a Baker, or Con- 
fetioners hand. And then as to the Elements to be 
received in the holy Eucharift, the Goſpel faith ex- 
ſs; that at the Inſtirution of # our Lord foot bread, 
and brake it, and gave it to his Diſciples, ſaying, Take, 
at, This 4s my body -—- likewiſe that he took the Cup, Tay- 
ing, Driak ye all of this; for -— This is related in tt 
ame manner by S./Paw., 1 Cor. 11. where he alſo faith, 
Whoſoever exteth and drinketh unworthily, eateth and 
drinketh damnation to himſelf. Accordingly the Pri- 
mitive waiverſal Church adminiſtred it exaQtly after 
Chri/'s Tnftituvion, as is evident-out-of * Jawntins, || Fn- 
ftis Martyr, &c. And allfucceeding Ages fallowed &. 


this Pririzeive practice, and:ftill doth follow it through- | 4: >- 
out the * univerſal Church, except the Church -of * («yazd. 4s 
Rome, which began above Five Hundred years-ſince $4 com 


to takeaway the Cupfronr the People, for fear ('O'ft- 
perſtitious Souls !.) that they ſhould ſpill the Bloud. 
Yet the Gallicax Church, for all her fine pretences to 
Liberty, ſtill continues ſo ſtriftly Popifh, that ſhe de- 
prives her People of the Cup,. although the Saviourſhe 
pretends. to worſhip, Proleptically ſpeaking of this. 
tioly Sacrament, faith, Whoſoever eateth- my fleſb, and 
trinketh my bloud, hath Eternal Life. W 
What ſhall T.fay of the abominable Doctrines of S-- 
premacy, Tafallibility, and Piryzatory, which ſhe alloweth: 
with all the prafticesthar follow thereupon, and-of her 
Image-worſhip,xnd'Croffworſhip,8& Crucifix- worſbip ? not to - 
mention'her Ceremonies, which for their number are in- 
tolerable, andfor their nature ſuch as vilifie, pollute, and 
deprave'the worſhip of God. Theſe are the things which: 
make-our. French Brethren diſſent from the publick eſta- 
| bliſhmear.. 


* Ad Philg- 
delpb. * T Ty» 


Dottrines and wo 


cannot conform unto- 
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blifſhment. There is a plain 


Etrines and Worſhip. 
ip of the Galltar Chureh. 


£ Hin the-Galphl,. 


«nd'the 
"They 
it, nor-live in- the Communion 


of it, .and be true to the Goſpel, nor obey - their Prince 
in this particular, 'þecauſe Obedience unto ;him would 


be Diſobedience-unto God. 73-4 | 
rcel at the Church, becauſe it is 


They have no qua 


* Calv. ad $1dol, If rhe Bithops would ſo 
rule, as to ſibmit themſelyes ro Chriſt, 
then if there ſhall be any that ſhall not ſub- 
mit themſe: yes to that Hierarchy, reverent- 
ly, and with che greateſt obedience that 
way be, there .is no kind of Anathema, 
whereof they are not worthy, id. inſiit. l. 4. 
C. 4. 4+ bex4 de diver. grad. contr. Sarav, 
Cc. 21, Melanitbon ad camcy. an. 1 530. Con- 
feſ: Aug. de Eccleſ. poteſt. Apol. Confeſſ. 
_ ad _ 14. Princeps —_ os 
uper Matth. 7. Bogermen. Pre of 16e, 
nod 5f-Dort. Nay Blondel bimſelf in 5 
cluL Apol. pro Hitronymo, which by tbe 
importunity of the Agents of the gencral A/- 
ſemily be was prevail: d with 10 leave out, with 
great numbers more to be ſcen in Dy. Fern 
againſt Champney, Bancrofts Survcy, ch. 8. 
Maſon's defence of the- Ordination, (Fc. 
= The poſi of the Reformed Churches - 
and the poſthumous piece of Bi Morton 
publiſhed by Sir Hen. Ya 0 Laſtly, ſce 


Ar. de Langle, and , Mr. Claude's Lerters at 
the end of the moſ} worthy and moſ} learned 
Dean of Pauls bis Unregſonableneſs of Sc- 
paration, which the Iate Agent at Charenton 
did in vain cnde 
trait, 


ry 10 make them rc- 


Epiſcopal, but becauſe it is Po- 
piſh'; tor * though they have not 
Biſhops, yet their and other Re- 


formed Writers have. approved 


the Office, and proteſted that 


they: would, if they could have 


retained them, and deſired that 
their rejefting of them might be 
imputed to neceſſity, and not to 
their choice. They have gene- 
rally declared, that they will 
ſubmit to' their own Biſhops, it 
they will Reform ; and ſome of 
them for want of Rpnnps! Go- 
vernment, which they believe to 
be of Apoſtolical Inſtitution, have 
thought their own Churches de- 
ficient, and in that reſpect not {0 
perfeCt as ours. They are tor- 
med into. a National Church, and 
are for National Churches, & de- 


teſt Sovereign Independent Com- 


munions, and their Miniſters officiate in a diſtinCt habit, 
and areſo far from difliking or undervaluing Liturgies, 
that they Pray, Baptize, and Adminiſter the holy 
Communion in Liturgical Forms. ' They filence and 


ſ{uſpend Miniſters in 


their Conſiſtories and Synods : 


They. would have had Church-Muſick, Organs | 


mean, 


ppeſitionberwiet the Dog 


= 
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mean, if they might, and would condemn all thoſe 
as guilty of Schiſm, who only under the infinite pre- 
teace of purer Ordinances, and purer Worſhip, would 
ſet up private Congregations, and erett private Altars 
in oppoſition to the publick, and then teach the People, 
that the Magiſtrate hath nothing to do in Eccleſiaſti- 
| cal matters; but that they oug t to repair to thoſe 
s Congregations, where they find they can profit mott. 
» No ! they diſſent not upon ſuch thin and abſurd pre- 
t tences as theſe, but for the ſame reaſons, that their 
> noble Anceſtors the A/bige and our Anceſtors ſince 

them, diſſented from the GWrch of Rowe. They do 
t not only pretend Conſcience, and fay their Conſcien- 
c ces tell them, that ſuch and ſuch things are unlawful ; 
t but they produce the Rules, and Precepts, and Do- 

Arines of the Goſpel, which thoſe DoQtrines, which 


0 they cannot profeſs, and thoſe things which they can- 
; not praCtiſe, plainly contradict. The reaſons of their 
l Non-conformity do not vary, as time ſerves, but they 
t are the ſame that they were from the beginning ; and 
f MW. they are not ſuch as would overthrow all Communi- 
- ons, and deſtroy all the Churches ti;at are, or can be 
0 in the world. In a word, they diſſent and diſobey in 
- the defence of the Goſpel, and of the plain and un- 
- doubted Goſpel-truths. . They are the moſt noble, 
Y eſſential, and, integral parts of wp which 
. they adhere td; and itis notſo much a Chriſtian, as a 
d Pegeno-Chriſtian, a molt corrupt, tyrannical, and Ido- 


htrous Church, to which they refuſe to conform. 

As Rome is myſtical Baby/oz the Great, the Mother of 
Harlots,, and abominations of the Earth : So the Ga4i- 
, cas-Church is a Province belonging to the .myltical Ba- 
7 by/oz,- a Naughter of that Mother of Harlots, fullof 
| Fornication, and alſo drunk with the bloud of the 
Saints, Her Kings have all committed Fornication 
with her ; but theſe are come out of her, that they 
1 E might 
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ight not. be partaker of her Sins. This is their hard 


m 

caſe, they are reduced to a neceflity of finning or ſuf- 
fering ; and therefore their ſufferings are truly, and 
properly Perſecutions ; for they ſufter for Righteouſ- 
neſs-ſake, and the Goſpels-ſake, and according to tha 
will of God. *Tis for Conſcience towards God, that 
they endure grief; for a good Conſcience, as the 
Apoſtle ſpeaks, which is oppoſed to an evil Conſci- 
ence defiled with ſinful principles and fin. A good 
Conſcience inthe Scriptures is otherwiſe called a pure 
Conſcience [ 1 Tm. 3. 3 a 7.1.3. ]and it is compa- 
red toa body waſhed witWwater [ Heby. 10. 22. 1 Pet, 
3: 21, ] becauſe it is devoid of all ſinful prejudice and 
corrupt affetions, which pervert men's: underſtan- 
dings, and render them: indocile, and are able to make 
them call black white, and white black. The ſame is 
called in the Parable of the Sower, a» honeſt and good 
heart, becauſe it receives the Truth with all readineſs, 
and impartially ſearcheth the Scriptures, whether 
things beſo or no; and in what perſon ſoever this ſort 


of Conſcience is, he would be glad to obey his Sove- , 


reign, and beof the eſtabliſhed Communion, becauſe 
he knows theſe are indiſpenſable duties, when they can 
be done without denying Goſpel-doQtrines, or break- 
ing Goſpel-Laws. 

Suchingenuous Souls will be rcady to hear, and rea- 
dy to give an anſwer to every man that: ſhall ask them 
a reaſon of their doings, with. meekneſs, and fear ; 
and when they ſuffer for doing good, as our French 
Brethren, and fellow-members now do; they are 
made partakers of Chriſt's ſuffering in this world, 
and ſhall be made partakers with him in everlaſti 
Glory, among Martyrs and Confeffors, in the wortd 
to come. 


NI. Ha- 
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III. Having now ſhewn firſt what Perſecution is, 
and ſecondly, That our French Brethren are Perſecu- 
ted ; I proceed in the Third place to ſhew, to what a 
degree they are Perſecuted, and how deplorable their 
ſuterings are, and how uneaſie and dangerous it is 
for them to continue in their Native Country, where 
they are treated more like Slaves than Subjeas, and 
daily vexed with Julian Edits and Decrees. 

For they are deprived of the ancient Liberties, 
which were granted unto them by former Princes, the 
Father and Grandfather of this preſent King. Many 


of their * Univerſities are diſſolved, and more than * 5-42», th: 
F Colledge of 


half their Temples razed, contrary to 'the Faith o 
Oaths and EdiQts, and againſt the common right of ;; 


Preſcription of Three and Fourſcore years. They are (#0. 


not allowed to ereCt Free-Schools for the Education of 
their own Children, nor Hoſpitals for the mainte- 
nance of their own Poor, nor can they have the bene- 
tit ofany already Eretted, without turning to the Po- 
piſh Religion. The Lords of Mannors among them, 
who formerly had right to keep Miniſters, and ſet u 

the Reformed Worſhip in their own Houſes, and call 
their Neighbours and Tennis unto it by the ſound ofa 
Bell, are now ina moſt Arbitrary manner, deprived 
of that priviledge : And in the Cities where they are, 
moſt numerous Colledges of Jeſuits, or Houſes of Miſſion 
for propagating the Faith are ereQted, into which undu- 
tiful Children or Servants, under a p—_ of turn- 
ing Catholicks, may retreat when they pleaſe ; and 
n the greateſt of thoſe Cities, where perhaps Ten 
School-Maſters could hardly teach all their Children; 


the late Laws allow them but one, and their unjuſt 


Magiſtrates commonly none. ; 
They are forbidden to ſet up the Fleurs de Laces in 

their Churches, becauſe they muſt not bear any _— 

E 2 O 


* Fs at Cha- 


renton, La- 
Rochelle, 
Montpellicr, 
Niſmes. 
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of Royal favour ; and as a further token of Royal diſ- 
pleaſure and contempt, their chief Seats, and more 
coſtly Pewsare ordered to be pulled down. ', . WH 

Formerly Papiſts were allowed folemanly to-renounce © b1 
their Religion in the Proteſtant Temples; and ſcarce Ill fe 
a Lords-day. paſſed in the places where they were * nu- Ill t! 
merous, but ſome Converts- might be ſeen ſo to re- Wl ir 
nounce ; but-now all Papiſts are forbidden to'turn Pro- Ml F 
teſtants under pain of death, or the penalty of an infa- MW n 
mous ſort of Penance, called L* amando honorable, in 
which the recanting perſon only in his Shirt, with a 
Forch in his hand, and a Rope about his neck, and 
the Hangman ſtanding behind him, begs pardon of 
God and man, for having renounced the” Catholick 
(as they miſccall the Romiſhb) Religion, and is after- 
wards puniſhed with Baniſhment, it not with confiſca- 
tion of Goods. 

On the contrary, Proteſtants have all imaginable 
encouragement to turn Papiſts ; Penſions, Honours, 
Offices, and Preferments ; and to ſecure them after 
they have once declared, the forementioned ſeverity 
Cas I have been informed) is the puniſhment of a re- 
lapſe. 

T he Magiſtrates of the place have Authority to b0 
with. the Prieſt, and what other company they pleale, 
to viſit ſick Proteſtants, and turn their Friends and 
Attendants out of the Room, and diſcourſe with them 
about their Religion ; and if either hopes. of reward, 
ora delirous condition, or impatience, or any other 
cauſe make them ſpeak any 'thing in favour of the Ro- 
miſb Religion, then they preſently*take witneſs that 
they turned Papiſts : Aﬀer which, . if the ſick per- 
{ons die, theyare to be buried as Ps and if they 
left Children behind them, they alſoare to. be bred ' 
Papiſts ; but if they recover, they are obnoxious tothe 
Law againſt a relapſc 


RS HG oe WW $$ = %% ,7k . AX 


C. 


Their 


(29) 


Their Miniſters cannot without great danger and. 
difficulty viſit Proteſtants, which lye ſick in Popiſh 
Houſes, but every pitiful Szcrificulas, every ignorant 
buſie Prieſt hath Authority ro gointo Proteſtant Hou- 
ſes, and viſit the ſick as often as they pleaſe ; and when 
their Women are in travail, like the Hebrew-women 
in the-time of hardned Pharaoh, they muſt have Popiſh 
Egyptian Midwives, w hich isa far greater terror to ma- 
ny of them, than the pains of Childbirth it ſelf. 

Formerly they were capable of the Magiſtracy in Ci- 
ties and Burghs, where they lived, but now they are 
incapacitated : Formerly they were to fit in their 
Courts of Juſtice, as the Chambers of the Ediit, ( fo 
called from the Edit of Naxtes, by which they were 
erected in favour of Proteſtants) and the Party-Cham- 
bers of the Provinces, where balf oe: Facgen are Pro- 
teltants, and half Papiſts ; but now they are deprived 
of that priviledge : So that for want of Judges of theit 
own Religion, -they have little or no benefit of the 
Law, when a Catholick is their Antagoniſt ; but 
when both parties are Proteſtants, if one change, or 
promiſe to change his Religion, he is uſually ſure to 
gain the Cauſe. 

And as they are baniſhed from the. Bench ; fo are 
they baniſhed from the Bar and Faculties : For no Pro- 
teſtant-can be Councellor, Atturney, Notarv, Chi- 
rurgeon, Apothecary, Midwife, &c. In one word, 
they are made utterly uncapable of all p_—_— 
Civitor Military; and by that means are deprived of 
all Honours and better conveniences Vf life, of all the 
comfortable means of ſubſiſtence and well-being, 
which the Papiſts enjoy in their Offices at Court, and 
in the Country-; in Peace, and in. War, and in the 
Armies, both by Sea and Land. 

This is their miſerable condition, and what is yet 
worſe, their Childrea have liberty at Seven "oy of 

ge: 
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Age to chuſe their own Religion ; and ifto prevent ' 
the miſchief that I upon this, they ſend them 


away, they muſt forfeit a years revenue of their Eſtates, 
if they do not produce them within a year ; bnt if they 


do not produce them within two, then they muſt for. 
feit the whole. But in caſe they have no viſible 


Eſtates, then they are ſubject to Arbitrary valuations, 
and to Arbitrary Fines impoſed thereupon. 

If their Children upoa this liberty happen to change 
their Religion, as many will do rather than endure 
wholſom TE their Parents are bound to main- 
tain them, as they do their other Children, or elſe to 
allow them. a Penſion for their maintenance, and their 
Daughters ſochanging, may leave their Parents, and 
g0 into Nunneries when leaſe. 

This is the complement of all their other miſeries, 
and toavoid ſogreat a miſchief, it 1s, that they fly in 
flocks to Proteſtant Countries, that they may fave the 
Souls of their own bowels, and not have them bred up 
in Popiſh darkneſs, and the _ of the ſhadow of 
death. Some have {lipt away by night with their Fa- 
milies, and drivet without ivecmiinn, till they have 
got out of their imperious Princes Dominions ; and 
others, as is ctedithfy reported, have ſhipt off their little 
Ones, pace upin Bales of Merchantable Goods. 

As for their Miniſters, they upon any pretended 
crimesare baniſhed, fined, or impriſoned, on purpoſe 
ro make them forſake their Flocks, and diſcourage the 
People from putting their Children to the of Dt 
vinity: Nay, tity are in an eſpecial manner obnoxi- 
ous to the barbarous cruelties and inſults of the Soul- 
diery, who have free Quarter upon the poor Prote- 
ſtants, whom.they abuſero-what 7 rake they pleaſe. 

In ſome * Provinces they trail them, like dogs, by 
the neck to Maſſe, torture them till they renounce their 
Religion, and moſt inhumanely miſuſe, or —_— 

; thoſe, 
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thoſe, whom: God enables to reſiſt: unto bloud : and 


_ough theſe tyrannical and arbitrary outrages be not 
done by open order, yet it may be preſumed they are 
done upon connivance, and according to the fecret 
will of the Supream Authority, ſince thoſe that do 
them are neitherpuniſhed nor reſtrained, notwirthſtan- 
ding the complaints which the ſufferers daily make at 
Court. Theſe barbarous inſolencies added to the ſe- 
verity of the Royal Edits, you may -be ſure adds, 
wings to their haſte, and makes them fly in great hur- 

and confuſion into foreign Countries ; and the pro- 
ridence of God' hath caſt many of them, like ſhip- 
wracked men, - on our Coaſts, and expetts that we 
ſhould ſbew theme no little kindxeff, but receive them cour- 
reoufly, and do good unto them in an eſpecial manner, 
& unto thens that are of the houſbold of Faith, They are 
Perſecuted, but we: maſt not for/ake them, they are 
grievoully ceff down, but in ſuch an exigence as this, 
we muſt not let them be deftroyed.. 


I'V. And therefore I proceed in the laſt place to 
ſhew, that it is our duty to help and aſſiſt them, to en- 
conrage and ſupport them in this time of calamity, to 
ref efh their bowels, and miniſter unto their preſſing 
wants, For there are but three ways by which the: 
[pirits of perſecuted men can be ſupported ; by the ze- 
fimony - 5, good Conſcience ; the comforts and joys rn 
Holy Ghoft, and the.charitable affiſt ance of their Brethren, 
when ( as the Apoſtle ſpeaks ) the members have the 
ſame care one for another ; and if one-member ſuffer, 
all the members ſuffer with it-; and when from this 
diffuſive ſpirit of charity which aQuates all the parts of 
the truly Catholick Church, thofe that have riches, 
andliveateaſe, will contribute. tothoſe that are poor,. 
and in diſtreſs. 


The: 


_ 


- The teſtimony of a good Conſcience is a great cor- 


dial, becauſe it reſults from conſidering, that we ſuf: 
fer for Righteouſneſs-ſake, and ſoare conformed unto 
Chriſt in his ſufferings, and thereby have a comfortable 
title ro all thoſe mighty promiſes, which he 
hath made unto them, that forſake Father, and 
Mother, and Wife, and Children, and Lands, and 
Country, nay, and lay down their lives for his andthe 
Goſpels-ſake. This conſideration made the Apoſtle 
glory, and rejoyce, and take pleaſure in his infirmities, 
1n reproaches, in neceſſities, in perſecutions, and in diſtreſ- 
ſes for wo + oh ſake. And I queſtion not, but our ſuf- 
fering Brethren, the Confeflors of the French Commu. 
nion, are ſupported in their preſent miſeries, by theſe 
comfortable reflections, and rejoyce in ſpirit, that they 
are counted worthy to ſuffer for his holy Name. 

The comforts and joys of the Holy Spirit conſiſt in 
thoſe gracious irradiations, by which God is wont in 
an extraordinary manner to affect the Souls of rrue 
ſufferers, 1n ſuch meaſures, as their condition requires. 
From this principle, I coneeive, it was, that Paul and 
Silas, after they had received many ſtripes, ſang at 
midnight in the innermoſt Priſon, with their feet faſt 
in the Stocks ; and that ſo many Martyrs have ſmiled 
upon their Tormentors, and broiled in the Flames, 
with little, or without any ſenſe of pain. In ſuch'ca- 
ſes it ſeems reaſonable to conclude, that their-natural 
is {trengthned with infuſed courage; and that they are 
alſorendred more or leſs ſenſeleſs, becauſe they are ren- 
dred Ecſttatick with the ſecret aſſurance of Gods fa- 
vour, whichin 1 The. 1.6. is called joy in the Holy 
Ghoff. I cannot ſay, thatour ſuffering Brethren, ge- 
nerally ſpeaking, are yet in ſuch a condition, as- to 
ſtand 1n need af ſupernatural aſſiſtance ; but when ever 
it ſhall pleaſe God to call them, or us, to ſucha degree 
of Perſecution, that we ſhall be killed all the day long, 
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and be counted as ſheep for the ſlaughter ; I queſtion 
notbut he will aſſiſt us in it; and in all theſe things 
oto | make us more than conquerors, through Jeſws Chriſt 
ble & our Lord. 
he But beſides the comforts, which the ſuffering mem- 
nd | bers of Chriſt receive from their own Conſciences, and 
nd | the Spirit of God, they are to receive ſupport and com- 
the E fort from the -Brotherhood, from their fellow-mem- 
th WM bers in Jeſs Chriſt. Thus, 2 Cor..chap. 8, 9. we find 
ies, | the Apoltle exhorting the Corinthians, after the ex- 
«- © ample of the Churches in Macedonie, to a liberal con- 
uf- W tribution for the poor diſtreſſed Saints at Jeruſalem. 
u- MW Thus alſo, A#s 11. the Diſciples of Antiorh, as ſoon 
ſe WM a5they underſtood by the Prophet Agabws, that there 
ey MW would be a Dearth throughoutall the World ( which 
5the Scripture-phraſe for all Judza) they determined 
toſend relief unto the Brethren of Judes, by the hands 
of Barnabas and Paul. For the Univerſal Churchis but 
one Body, whereof Chriſt is the Head ; one Family, 
whereof he is the Maſter; one Temple, or Spiritual- 
building, whereof he is the chief Corner-ſtone ; and 
this ſtrict relation we have to one another, as members 
of the univerſal Church, is ſuch, that if one member 
ofit ſuffer, all the members ought to ſuffer with it ; 
therefore a Soul void of pity and compaſſon, a Soul 
tft*cannot ſympathize with his ſuffering Brethren, 
though, as to outward appearance, he may be a Chri- 
ſtian, yet he hath not the Spirit of Chr/f, that Spirit of 
Love, which informs all his members, as the Soul doth 
all the parts of the Body, and-makes them ſenſible of 
one anothers liarms. By this (faith Chriſt ) ſball al 
men know, that yoit are my Diſciples, if ye love one ano- 


) Wl #h&.. Andifwe love one another (faith S. John ) God 
r avelleth ix: ; and this Commandment have we from 
> I fim, thathe that loverh God, love his Brother alſo. 
Therefore (my Brethren) God by his Providence hath 
"a F now 


( Z0 } _ 
now bronght to the Teft, totry every 08e k 
whether = 297 true members of Chriſt, or no? Its 
Chriff that hath ſeat theſe his poor members to beg re- 
liefof you, and in as muchas you do it, or not do it, to- 
one of theſe little ones, remember, that you do it, or 
not do it to him. 

But beſides the obligation you have: from Chriſtian 
charity, Chriftian __y alto obligeth: you-to do it; 
For —_ oevex you would that men ſbould do uuto you in 
any condition, that you are bound by the Goſpet 7o & 
unto them ; and therefore as you would deſire or expe 
to be dealt with in a time of Perſecution, ſo it is 
duty now to deal with them. The times of perform- 
ing ſome jaws ſeldom occur, but when they 
be_ (and they always happen by God's ſpecial Pro- 
vidence ) weought to look upon ſuch accidents as pro 
vidential calls to the vigorous and — 
mance of them; and who knows, whether hath 
brought this evil upon our Brethren, not only for the 
trial of their Faith and Patience, but of our Love, P+ 
ty and Compaſſon, and of our willingneſs to-miniſter 
unto the Saints. Therefore let us now aequit our 
ſelves like loving Brethren towards them, who are true 
Sons of that Mother Church to which they belong, 
and from which they never yet departed; from _ 
ginning of the Reformation under the endleſs pre 
of ſetting up purer Congregations, andenjoying purer 
Ordinances, and purer Worſhip ; but from: the be- 
ginning have. kept the unity of Spirit in the bond of 
peace. Let us not be backward to Good, and diſtri 
wen them, yr —_— ——_ _ is well 
pleaſed, Let your as the Apoſtle ſpeaks, 
bea ſupply for their want; and who hg but that 
God ſeeing out readineſs:to relieve them in Perſecution, 
may ee —_ as to deliver us from Perſecu- 
tion, andall the Judgments which we fear. "AY 
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have the benefit ofour Money,our Church ſhall have the: 
benefit of their Prayers; they will be obliged by our 
Charity to beſeech God: to make upour Breaches, and: 
,to- I heal our Diviſions; tounite- us into the Primitive Apo- 
or | ftolical Government and Communion;; that our Jeru/«- 
lem may be as a City that is compaQ together,and once 
an © more become, as ſhe formerly hath been, the glory of 
it; | all Reformed Churches, and terrible asan Army with 
in MW Banners to her Enemies of Rome, 
a Therefore let every one of you be merciful unto them 
after his power; if thou haſt much, give plenteouſly ; 
if thou haſt little, do thy diligence to give of that lice : 
for if there be firſt a willing mind, 1t is accepted by 
God, according to whata man hath, and not accor- 
ding to what he hath not. Only I charge you, who 
are rich in this. world, that you be ready to give, and 
d todiſtribute unto them, laying up in ſtore for your 
lves a good foundation ainſt the time tocome, that 
you may attain Eternal Life, which God of his infi- 
nite mercy grant usall, through Jeſwe Chriſt our Lord. 
Amen. 
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